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Digital India Week 
NBRC celebrated Digital Week India during July 1-7, 
2015.  NBRC students, staff and faculty participated 
in the inauguration of Digital India Week via Webcast. 
To portray the advantages of digitization there were 
expert presentations and panel discussions.  ‘Research 
data mining’ using digital resources through SCOPUS 
was demonstrated to students and faculty of NBRC by 
a representative from Elsevier India. A Training cum 
demonstration session for all the employees of the 
institutes especially those working in administration, 
finance, academics, library, stores, purchase etc. was 
organized by computer division (DIC) to conduct a 
refresher course on already running e-Governance 
applications at the Centre. 

IBRO APRC School
IBRO APRC School was conducted at NBRC during March 
15-30, 2016.  The school provided lectures and hands on 

training in optogenetic and microscopic techniques to 
Indian and international students. Faculty from around 
the world with expertise in this area delivered lectures 
and helped the participants to perform experiments 
demonstrate various state-of-the art techniques such 
as SWITCH to see through multi-neuron circuits in the 
brain, Optogenetics, In-utero Micro-Injection surgeries 
to see the developmental changes in nervous system, 
Patch clamp to study the synaptic function at single 
neuron level, 2-photon microscopy to learn the neuronal 
plasticity in live and awake animal models, Image analysis, 
Axotomy and Behaviourial workshops, to understand the 
development and functions of neural circuits. 

NBRC-IIT Delhi workshops
A series of joint NBRC-IITD workshops were organized 
under an MoU that was signed recently between the two 
institutions.

The first NBRC-IITD workshop to Strengthen Research 
and Academic Interaction between the institutions and 
foster new collaboration in interface research areas was 
conducted at IIT Delhi on 21st May 2015.  The workshop 
was presided over by Prof. Subrata Sinha, Director 
NBRC and Prof. Anurag Sharma, Dean Academics IITD. 
Prof. Neeraj Jain, NBRC and Prof. James Gomes IITD 
coordinated the workshop. During the first session, 
faculty from NBRC and IIT Delhi presented their research 
discussed topics of common interest.  On September 12, 
2015 we had the second workshop at NBRC on “Imaging 
Brain & Behavior across microscopic to macroscopic 
scales”. The third joint NBRC-IITD workshop on “Cognitive 
science: Mind, Language, and Society” was conducted at 
IIT Delhi on 16th January 2016.

Career Development Workshop
A Career development workshop was conducted 
at NBRC on March 10, 2016 by SUVRO’S Institute for 
Self-development and Leadership for the benefit of 
students and project researchers. The workshop ‘Along 
the path towards the PhD: maximizing your productivity, 
efficiency and creativity’ highlighted importance of 
being a team member, of independent thinking and 
collective action in addition to being passionate and 
creative about the work.
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A Brief Report on IAN 2016 – “Molecules to Mind” 

The 34th Annual Meeting of Indian Academy of Neurosciences brought together leaders in the field 
of neuroscience for a comprehensive overview of this rapidly expanding area of research and 
development in India. The conference was held at National Brain Research Centre (NBRC), 
Manesar, Gurgaon from October 19 to 21, 2016.  

The NBRC is a premier neuroscience research institute in India located in the foothills of Aravali 
range in Manesar. Its dedication for research and education in neuroscience and excellent 
instrument and infrastructure facilities attract researchers and students from diverse disciplines to 
join the exciting and challenging field of neuroscience. The institute was dedicated to the nation by 
past president Prof APJ Kalam in December 2003.  

Group Photograph of IAN 2016 delegates 



Science Communication and Career Workshop Series
(Nature India & Naturejobs in partnership with Wellcome Trust/DBT India Alliance)

Workshop at a glance: One-day workshop to equip young 
science researchers with tools and strategies for effective 
communication of their ideas, experiments and scientific 
results from a science communication perspective. Help 
them to make science career choices.

Vision: Science communication plays an integral role 
in one’s scientific career. Being able to effectively 
disseminate research findings within the community and 
to consider collective opinions in prioritising research 
needs is an important attribute of scientific maturity. 

In keeping with its mandate to empower future leaders of 
Indian science, the Wellcome Trust/DBT India Alliance 
has periodically conducted one-day (SciComm101) and 
two-day (SciComm Hyderabad) science communication 
workshops for the past four years. This complements 
seamlessly with Nature India’s mandate to showcase 
India’s science ‘as it happens’ in laboratories and 
institutions across the country through in-depth coverage 
and analysis of research and science policy. The proposed 
workshop would be part of Nature India’s many 
communication outreach activities as the one-stop media 
platform for India’s science. 

The Wellcome Trust/DBT India Alliance and Nature 
India both represent possibilities for young PhD scholars 
and postdoctoral scientists to transition into academic as 
well as non-academic science careers. Information and 
advice on how to explore various career options will form 
an important part of these workshops with Naturejobs as 
the key organiser of the career session.

Structure & format

The workshop will be a one-day event preceding a 
biomedical (or scientific) conference organised by 
reputed science societies/organisations/institutes and 
Universities in India. A large participation by PhD 

students, postdoctoral fellows and junior scientists will be 
a pre-requisite for holding this workshop. Organising this 
workshop as part of a conference will ensure participation 
from a wide range of institutions across India. The 
workshop will include 3 separate sessions:  

Session 1: Scientific Writing (moderated by WT/DBT 
Alliance)  

Speakers: Staff member/CEO, Wellcome Trust/DBT 
India Alliance

Topics to be covered:

• Ethics in research

• Presentation skills

• Manuscript writing

• Grants writing

• CVs and letters

Session 2: Science Communication (moderated by 
Nature India)

Speakers: Subhra Priyadarshini, Editor, Nature India

Topics to be covered:

• Science journalism

• Popular science writing

• Effective press releases

• Hands-on skills on dejargonising science

Session 3: Alternate Science Career (moderated by 
Nature Jobs)

Speakers: To be organised by Nature Jobs-India

Topics to be covered:

• Career in the Industry

• Career in Science Promotion/Intellectual Property

• Career in Policy/Grant organizations / Journalism
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